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Greek cities. Only the Indian horizon was always wider. It refused to confine itself to cities. In its formula of CHAKRAVA&TI kings it cherished the dream of universal empire, and anticipated in theory the imperial policy of Rome. The subjugation of the earlier populations of India by the Aryans must have produced an influence on the Aryan system which has never been sufficiently determined. But it was backdoor Influence, and though overwhelming, was kept In the background. The influence of Yavana ambassadors of culture like Megasthenes was exerted on the highest social circles, among whom types of thought and manners have greater fixity, and changes have a correspondingly greater significance. A very striking instance of Greek influence on the higher thought of the Hindus is furnished by the contact of Greek with Hindu astronomy. The Hindu Zodiac had been divided, in a most original manner, into what are called the twenty-seven lunar asterisms. The Greeks brought their less elaborate system of the Twelve Signs of the Zodiac. These were adopted In conjunction with the lunar asterisms, but in their names they retained unmistakable evidences at first of their Greek origin. If such was the influence in so abstruse a science as astronomy, we need not doubt that the Yavana merchants and the Yavana servants, whom we read about In the dramatists, produced an important influence in the social and domestic life of the pjople.